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Handmade shields crafted by Human Empowerment (through) Racial Optimism (HERO) Tent protected protesters on the march to SJPD in Downtown San Jose on Aug. 28.
Protest erupts in Downtown SJ
Black Liberation and Collective Knowledge (B.L.A.C.K.) Outreach San Jose led a 
protest against police violence on Friday that began at San Jose City Hall and ended 
at San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo’s house.
The date of the march was chosen to commemorate the 57th anniversary of the 
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, when Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave 
his famous “I Have a Dream” speech in 1963.
Protesters arrived at San Jose City Hall around 6 p.m. with signs and banners 
calling for justice for the victims of police brutality such as Breonna Taylor, a 
26-year-old Black woman who was shot and killed in her home by police in March. 
The event was also held in the name of Jacob Blake Jr., a 29-year-old Black man 
who was shot seven times by a white police officer in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
Other participants such as Queers United In Community Care (QUICC) Medics,), 
Human Empowerment (through) Radical Optimism (HERO) Tent, Black Guerrilla 
Coalition (BGC), South Bay Medics and Soulution Bay Area came out to provide 
protesters with food, water, masks and medical attention.
Protesters left city hall to “shut down” San Pedro Square Market by marching 
through outdoor dining and voicing “wrongful convictions” and the mistreatment of 
incarcerated people during the coronavirus pandemic and Bay Area wildfires.
After protesters walked up the street, it was announced that the march was 
heading to Liccardo’s house. Once there, some protesters who were said not to 
be affiliated with  B.L.A.C.K. Outreach San Jose began to spray paint messages in 
support of Black Lives Matter on sidewalks and city buildings like the Santa Clara 
County Superior Court. 
Liccardo did not make an appearance during these actions and some protestors 
speculated he left his house before the crowd arrived. 
Protesters were encouraged to return home as the march headed back to city hall. 
By Ruth Noemi Aguilar & Bryanna Bartlett
STAFF WRITER & ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo partnered 
with Team San Jose to aid fire and 
evacuee victims who have been displaced 
by the Bay Area lightning complex fires 
with San Jose Cares reduced hotel rates, 
according to an Aug. 21 news release.  
Team San Jose is a company that 
includes San Jose Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, hotels, arts, labor and venues 
and promotes San Jose as a destination 
to stimulate economic development, 
according to San Jose’s official website.  
Kerry Adams Hapner, San Jose director 
of cultural affairs and board member of 
Team San Jose, said the San Jose Cares 
hotel rates are available at 16 local hotels 
including AC Hotels, Marriott and Best 
Western Plus which are offering $89 to 
$99 per night as opposed to the regular 
price of $150 per night. 
SJSU mechanical engineering 
sophomore Tyler Erwin said he was 
evacuated from Felton in Santa Cruz 
Countyand even though he was not 
aware of the San Jose Cares reduced hotel 
rates, he was able to get a local $100 per-
night hotel rate.
“I evacuated to a hotel about 10 
minutes away from downtown [San Jose] 
. . . Element Marriott Santa Clara,” he 
said. After a few evacuation orders were 
lifted on Aug. 28, Erwin was able to go 
home. 
J o h n 
L a F o r t u n e , 
Team San Jose’s 
chief operating officer, 
said he quickly reached out 
to local hotels the morning 
of Aug. 21, to ask if they could 
accommodate reduced rates and the 
San Jose Care rates were introduced 
hours later. 
“We will continue the San Jose 
Cares program and rates as long as our 
displaced residents and neighbors need 
them. There is no expiration date for 
the program,” said Laura Chmielewski, 
vice president of marketing and 
communication at Visit San Jose.
According to Monday’s updated blog 
post from the American Red Cross’s 
Northern California Coastal Region, the 
Northern California lightning complex 
f i r e s 
have “burned 
almost 925,000 acres, 
destroyed or damaged 
more than 3,000 structures 
and forced the evacuation of 
more than 61,000 people,” as 
of Sunday.
Chmielewski said while less than 
one-third of hotels partnered with Team 
San Jose have reported their number 
of evacuee stays, 1,100 room nights 
have been booked with the San Jose 
Cares rate. 
She also said Team San Jose has 
partnered with the Red Cross to offer 
additional services for residents.
The Red Cross also stated in the blog 
that it’s supporting “[nine] congregate 
(traditional) shelters, 23 non-congregate 
sites (in hotels or similar facilities) and 
[three] Temporary Evacuation Points” 
throughout Northern California.  
According to the Silicon Valley 
Chapter Red Cross, it has also provided 
more than 18,000 meals and snacks 
plus 9,000 “comfort kits” containing 
hygiene supplies for those who lost their 
livelihoods during the fires.
The Red Cross stated in the blog that 
Red Cross teams have helped more than 
4,000 people in the Silicon Valley region 
secure housing through San Jose hotels 
and received wildfire relief donations and 
volunteer help from Northern California 
residents.
“We know that hotels in other towns 
or cities may be raising their rates right 
now sadly, given the increased demand 
for a room,” Liccardo stated in the Aug. 
21 news release. “We’re going to take the 
high road here.”
He said he will continue to update 
residents on the wildfires and any 
available aid.
“We’re so grateful our community 
comes together in times of peril and let’s 
face it, we’ve had to come together an 
awful lot in the last six months during 
this very very difficult time,” Liccardo 
said.
San Jose provides low-cost hotels to fi re evacuees
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Protesters gather at San Jose City Hall around 6 p.m. Friday with signs and banners 
calling for justice in the wake of the shooting of Jacob Blake Jr. in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Kina Yim and Matt hold up signs from their truck in front of San Jose City Hall, 
which is draped in messages supporting the Black Lives Matter movement. 
A protester raises his fi st during Friday’s protest against social injustice in San Pedro Square as the rest of the demonstrators march through the outdoor dining areas.
ABOVE: Protesters march through the outdoor dining area at San Pedro Square, 
interrupting diners and sharing personal narratives involving police brutality.
BELOW: Queers United In Community Care Medics (QUICC Medics), Human 
Empowerment Radical Optimism Tent (HERO Tent), South Bay Medics and Soulution 
Bay Area show support to B.L.A.C.K. Outreach San Jose by providing resources to the 
protesters such as food, water, masks and medical attention.
A demonstrator answers the call for protesters to raise their middle fi ngers in the air.
PHOTOS BY JESUS TELLITUD
Demonstrators say enough is enough
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the editor 
box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209 or 
emailed to spartandaily@gmail.com to the attention of the Spartan 
Daily Opinion Editor.
Letters to the Editor must contain the author’s name, year and 
major. Letters become property of the Spartan Daily and may be 
edited for clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 300 
words or less will be considered for publication. 
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily refl ect 
the views of the Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication or SJSU. Th e Spartan Daily is a public forum. 
Bay Area festival gets virtual revamp
By Olivia Gerber
STAFF WRITER
SCREENSHOT BY OLIVIA GERBER | SPARTAN DAILY
Sharon Van Etten performs on Aug. 29 for Inside Lands at Ranger Station, a pop-up studio in an undisclosed location.
The 2020 festival season 
has been obliterated by 
the coronavirus, forcing 
major music festivals to 
find innovative ways to 
reach their audience.
This year the organizers 
of the Golden Gate 
Park music festival, 
Outside Lands, transformed 
the festival into a virtual 
experience taking it 
from Outside Lands to 
Inside Lands.  
The annual festival 
is typically held in 
August and this year 
would’ve marked its 
13th anniversary. 
Last year, the festival 
broke records by 
welcoming over 90,000 
people into Golden Gate 
Park, according to a 2019 
article by SFist.
The virtual experience 
took place on Friday and 
Saturday from 4 p.m. until 
midnight and was made 
available to viewers for 
free on Twitch, a popular 
streaming platform in 
the gaming community, 
which has become 
popular as a way for music 
producers to connect with 
fans during the pandemic.
As is customary to a 
typical Outside Lands, 
the festival focused 
on Bay Area culture 
including food, music 
and dancing. The mix of 
live performances and 
archived performances 
from previous years 
allowed viewers to 
relish in the nostalgia of 
pre-pandemic festivals, 
as well showed how 
musicians have adapted 
to continuously reach 
their audiences.
“It’s nice seeing the 
crowds from past years 
and it’s bringing up my 
joyful memories from 
the past years I have 
gone,”  SJSU political 
science junior Gabriella 
Keil said.  “It’s not what 
I wanted to see from 
this festival this year but 
under the circumstances, 
I’m happy they showed 
up and I’m excited for 
the future.” 
The festival held its 
annual Beignets and 
Bounce Brunch live, where 
contestants shared a video 
of themselves dancing 
that was then judged by 
M.C. Katey Red.
Throughout the festival, 
local food spots were 
highlighted in between 
sets by describing 
what customers could 
order for takeout from 
each restaurant.
It also consisted of a 
series of live musical sets, 
recorded musical sets from 
previous years at Outside 
Lands and interviews with 
key festival collaborators 
such as Cocktail Magic, 
which taught viewers how 
to make various cocktails 
at home.
Inside Lands incorporated 
a variety of genres 
including R&B, EDM, 
indie rock and folk, 
encompassing the diverse 
population that the festival 
is known for having.
 The recorded sets 
featured during the 
weekend included Elton 
John, Alt-J, Cage The 
Elephant, Kehlani, 
Major Lazer and many 
others. There were also 
live performances from 
multiple artists including 
Odie, Tycho, Amy Allen, 
Brittany Howard and 
Sofi Tukker.
 During the virtual 
experience, viewers had 
the option to donate to 
Outside Lands Works, 
a charitable foundation 
that provides support to 
local nonprofit music and 
arts education programs 
serving underprivileged 
communities in the 
Bay Area. At the end of 
the two days, about $373 
was raised for the local 
cause. 
The festival also used 
its platform to make a 
call to action for viewers 
to contact their local 
legislators and express their 
support for independent 
music venues.
 The venues are in danger 
of being permanently shut 
down due to the inability 
to continue paying rent 
and fees during the 
pandemic. These venues 
are an unexpected 
kind of small business 
that were drastically 
impacted by the halt of all 
social gatherings.
A melancholy undertone 
was present during both 
days of the festival as artists 
gave live performances and 
addressed their feelings of 
sadness at being unable 
to perform for viewers 
in-person.
“We are very happy 
to be here, well actually 
we are really sad,” said 
Carlotta Cosials, the lead 
singer from Hinds, a 
Spanish indie-rock band 
from Madrid.  
Hinds followed its 
forlorn introduction with 
a whimsical performance 
using minimal musical 
equipment in what 
appeared to be a bedroom, 
ending up as a personal 
favorite at the end of 
the weekend.
The sadness of 
the separation was 
accompanied by discussion 
surrounding current social 
issues in the U.S. 
“You can’t unsee what 
you’ve seen lately in 
America,” said Bay Area 
rapper Lyrics Born, who 
was featured as Inside 
Land’s host. “We’re going 
to get through this. Music 
heals. Art heals. It brings 
us together.”
The virtual festival was 
closed out the second 
day with a fantastically 
energetic live performance 
by Sofi Tukker, an EDM 
duo based in Florida. The 
duo shared that they have 
been livestreaming for 
161 days straight since the 
cancellation of their tour.
Sofi Tukker was 
followed by a live 
performance from San 
Francisco native, ZHU, the 
final set of the weekend.
Mainly dabbling in 
deep house music, ZHU 
premiered a lengthy 
new 15-minute song 
called “Risky Business” 
that spanned the entire 
closing set. 
ZHU performed on a 
dark stage accompanied 
by a drummer, saxophone 
player and a bassist.  
The strength of the 
final performances left 
viewers with the same 
feeling of satisfaction that 
accompanied the standard 
live performance, despite 
the virtual format.  
Regardless of the 
circumstances, the Inside 
Lands production crew 
was able to effectively 
preserve the quality 
experience of Outside 
Lands, in a dramatically 
different format this year 
that made an enjoyable 
weekend for concertgoers 
missing live music.  
We’re going to get 
through this. Music 
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The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have 
made such an error, please 
send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion of 
individual writers and not 
that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect the majority 
opinion of the Editorial 
Board, which is made up of 
student editors.

















33. A subatomic particle
35. Dish
37. Since
38. Negatively charged 
particle
41. Flee
42. Fry briefl y






59. Bit of parsley












3. Possessing a hard shell
4. Insecticide
5. Gangster’s gun




10. Part in a play
11. “Comes and ____”
12. Terminates
15. Artist’s workstand
21. Flat fl oat
23. Smack
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Republicans have lost their way
Olivia Gerber
STAFF WRITER
Th e Republican Party 
has strayed from the path of 
conservatism and the path 
of reason. 
Th e highly polarized 
condition of U.S. politics is 
glaringly obvious going into 
the 2020 election, where for 
the Republican Party, a show 
of power is more signifi cant 
than a foundation of ideals.
 Th e typical conservative 
policies, support of capitalism 
and low taxes, are now 
scarcely the basis of the 
Republican Party.   
With no party platform, 
blatant disregard for 
scientifi c evidence and an 
impeachment on his track 
record, President Donald 
Trump has led the party into 
the weeds of ignorance.
Th e president has 
succeeded in radicalizing the 
Republican Party through 
his unpredictable and 
hostile leadership.  
In comparison to the 
ideological Republican 
president, Ronald 
Reagan, Trump is an 
illiterate narcissist.  
Reagan was described in a 
Jan. 11 article by Th e Hill as a 
president who showed strong 
patriotism and strategic plans 
to advance American success, 
such as his implementation of 
Reaganomics, while Trump 
exemplifi es a personal agenda 
and lacks any kind of strategy. 
According to a Dec. 19, 
2017 article by Foreign 
Aff airs Magazine, Trump 
communicates through 
making demands but off ers 
no structure as to how his 
administration will achieve 
the ends he so vocally calls 
for. Th is is observable in his 
multiple accusations that he 
will make Mexico pay for the 
wall separating it and the U.S.
Reagan appointed the fi rst 
female Supreme Court justice, 
Sandra Day O’Connor, and 
during the Iran-Contra aff air 
he ordered full compliance 
with the investigation, 
decided to forgo any claims 
of executive privilege and 
accepted responsibility. 
 Th is is a drastic contrast 
to Trump’s continued 
degradation of women, 
exhibited in multiple tweets 
including one that read, “If 
Hillary Clinton can’t satisfy 
her husband what makes 
you think she can satisfy 
America.”  His defi ance 
during the investigation that 
led to his impeachment. In 
a Jan. 28 article, the Atlantic 
reported that the House of 
Representatives subpoenaed 
several documents from the 
executive branch and received 
no documents in return.
His behavior undermined 
the constitutional authority 
of both House and Senate 
members, regardless of 
party affi  liation.
Not only has the 
Republican Party ignored 
Trump’s hostility toward other 
branches of government, they 
have also dismissed the fact 
that Trump was impeached 
by inviting him to hold offi  ce 
once again. 
It was not a fever dream 
that the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and House of 
Representatives adopted 
two articles of impeachment 
against Trump: abuse of 
power and obstruction of 
Congress — that was real. 
Much like Trump’s volatile 
behavior, scientifi c evidence 
has been dismissed by the 
Republican Party.
Despite multiple warnings 
from highly reputable 
scientists, as reported by 
Th e New York Times in a 
March 12, 2018 article, the 
Republican administration 
is taking little action to 
protect citizens from climate 
disasters and scientists warn 
that natural disasters will 
worsen without intervention. 
Clearly there is a disconnect 
between the current 
Republican leadership and the 
past Republican leadership 
of fi gures like Th eodore 
Roosevelt, who championed 
the protection of public 
lands, or Giff ord Pinchot, the 
fi rst chief of the U.S. Forest 
Service and former president 
Richard Nixon, who created 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency.
Th e cherry on top of the 
dissent of the Republican 
Party is the lack of party 
platform for the 2020 election.
Th e Republican National 
Committee has decided not 
to formulate a 2020 platform, 
instead passing a resolution 
renewing what delegates 
enacted in 2016, asserting that 
the media has misrepresented 
the party, and pledging 
support for Trump.
 Th e resolution off ers no 
real specifi cs as to goals and 
ideals of the Republican 
Party, but essentially conveys 
a message of, “Whatever 
Trump says, goes.”
It continues by rejecting 
any policies enacted 
by the Obama-Biden 
administration and suggested 
by the Democratic National 
Committee, yet it fails to 
off er what policies it wishes 
to implement.
Because the Republican 
National Committee decided 
to reuse the 2016 platform, the 
resolution includes sections 
that laughably condemn the 
current president.
Although the scorching 
words written in 2016 were 
meant for then-President 
Barack Obama, they have 
been left  in the document, 
furthering the picture of 
disarray surrounding the 
Republican Party.
Citizens that identify as 
members of the Republican 
Party are in for a wild ride 
between now and Election 
Day. Th e ideals that presently 
surround the party leadership 
are a far cry from the ideals 
of the Republican leadership 
that came before them.
Th e party is disorganized, 
ignorant and a threat to the 
prosperity of the U.S.  
Follow Olivia on Twitter
@LivGerber
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Athletes support Black trans lives
Athletes4CHNGES, an 
activist group founded by 
San Jose State and University 
of California, Santa Barbara 
student-athletes, hosted a 
Black Trans Lives event on 
Aug. 24 to bring awareness 
of the discrimination 
against the Black Trans and 
LGBTQ+ community. 
The activist group 
encouraged individuals 
around the nation to 
participate by walking, 
running, swimming or biking 
for 6.28 miles in memory 
of the Stonewall riots which 
occurred in 1969. Those who 
could not participate were 
asked to donate to the Black 
Trans Advocacy Coalition, a 
social justice organization led 
by Black transgender people.
The group celebrated 
figures on social media 
such as Marsha P. Johnson, 
a predominant activist 
during the Stonewall riots.
The riots were some of the 
most powerful days for the 
LGBTQ+ community. These 
riots, which often turned into 
violent demonstrations, were 
the LGBTQ+ community 
responding to a police raid on 
June 28, 1969 at the Stonewall 
Inn, in New York City.
The goal of the Aug. 24 
event was to educate the 
public on the history of 
Black transgender people. 
Johnson was an important 
activist figure that completely 
transformed what the Black 
Trans Lives movement 
is today.
A t h l e t e s 4 C H N G E S 
expressed its concern for 
Black transgender people 
PHOTO COURTESY OF HANNAH WENDELKEN 




dying at incredibly fast 
rates. According to the 
Human Rights Campaign, 
an LGBTQ+ advocacy 
group, the number of 
violent transgender murders 
reported were 27 deaths 
in 2019 and 26 in 2020, 
of which the majority of 
the victims were Black 
transgender people. 
One of the founders of 
Athletes4CHNGES and 
UCSB women’s soccer player, 
Evann Smith, said she did 
not expect the same amount 
of people to participate or 
donate for this event as their 
last event for Black Lives 
Matter. The activist group 
exceeded their goal, raising 
almost $80,000 in the end.
Smith said that donations 
weren’t the main motivation 
this time around. Instead, 
they were “focused on 
bringing awareness to the 
divide between Black Lives 
Matter and Black Trans 
Lives Matter.”
Smith mentioned that 
Athletes4CHNGES wanted 
to raise awareness to an issue 
that was just as important as 
any other relevant problem 
today, but was rarely 
talked about. 
“The ‘H’ in our name 
stands for humanity,” Smith 
said. “Personally, I believe 
that humanity is realizing 
that someone might have 
different beliefs, looks, 
sexuality or gender identity 
from me, but I will fight for 
that person’s equality and 
pursuit of happiness because 
it is what everyone deserves.” 
Caleb Simmons, SJSU 
men’s basketball guard, 
felt that the event hit close 
to home.
“I knew somebody who 
went through a time in 
their life where they had 
an identity crisis and they 
wanted to change their sexual 
orientation,” Simmons said. 
“He was ridiculed for it and 
three weeks later, committed 
suicide because of the 
pressures that society and his 
friends and people that he 
loved brought on to him.”
UCSB women’s 
soccer player, Hannah 
Wendelken and SJSU 
women’s soccer player, 
Natasha Harris, co-founders 
of Athletes4CHNGES, said 
they are both members of 
the LGBTQ+ community 
and are aware of how Black 
transgender people are 
often forgotten or neglected 
when it comes to raising 
awareness for Black Lives 
Matter protests.
“Many times their 
murders are misreported or 
not reported,” Smith said. 
“There’s been too many 
transgender deaths in 2020, 
and nothing is being done 
about it.” 
Harris and Wendelken, 
helped support the cause 
by raising money doing 
a 6.28 mile bike ride with 
teammates and raising 
donations through Venmo 
and Instagram. Simmons 
did his part by organizing 
a basketball game among 
friends to help bring 
awareness to the cause. 
Together, the group surpassed 
their initial goal of $500 and 
raised more than $900.
“During this time, I think 
it’s really important to just 
realize that humans are 
humans, so if you’re going to 
fight for Black lives, why not 
fight for Black trans lives with 
the same energy?” Harris 
said. “I’m angry at the world 
and how it treats human 
beings, and I know that as an 
athlete, we have the platform 
to bring up these issues.”
The sports world protests for BLM




On Aug. 26, 2016, 
there were people who 
believed that protests such as 
Colin Kaepernick’s historic 
kneel during the national 
anthem were pointless 
and ineffective. 
However, sports are an 
integral part of American 
culture. The attention athletes 
have brought to the inequality 
that the Black community 
faces every day in the U.S. 
is something people cannot 
run from.
Just last week, the 
Milwaukee Bucks became 
the first team of the day to 
perform a wildcat strike 
by refusing to play their 
scheduled game against 
the Orlando Magic during 
the NBA playoffs in the 
Orlando “Bubble.”
The strike was organized 
because of another police 
shooting of a Black man. 
On Aug. 23 in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, Jacob Blake, a 
29-year-old Black man, was 
shot seven times in the back 
by white police officer Rusten 
Sheskey. Blake, now paralyzed 
and handcuffed to his hospital 
bed, had his three sons in the 
car when he was shot after 
trying to diffuse an altercation 
between two women. 
Whether people liked it 
or not, protesting has a long 
history in sports dating back 
to the 1800s. That history of 
athletes protesting has always 
come from a need to bring 
awareness to deep-rooted 
racism and police violence 
against people of color. 
Unfortunately, the 
same systemic injustices 
Kaepernick attempted 
to raise awareness for 
are the same injustices 
which caused athletes to 
put games on hold for just 
last week.
However, this time, this 
act of protest was led by the 
NBA’s global reach, which 
influenced WNBA, MLB, 
MLS and tennis players alike.
The shot clock above the 
empty court wound down 
as the Bucks remained in 
the locker room for hours 
speaking with Wisconsin Lt. 
Gov. Mandela Barnes and 
preparing a statement read 
by George Hill and Sterling 
Brown, a victim of police 
brutality just two years ago. 
“We are calling for justice 
for Jacob Blake and 
demand the officers be held 
accountable,” Hill read in 
the statement. “For this to 
occur, it is imperative for the 
Wisconsin state Legislature 
to reconvene after months 
of inaction and take up 
meaningful measures to 
address issues of police 
accountability, brutality and 
criminal justice reform.”
Following the strike by 
Milwaukee and four other 
teams, the NBA postponed 
its remaining games 
scheduled on Aug. 23. 
In the spirit of LeBron 
James’s tweet, “FUCK THIS 
MAN!!! WE DEMAND 
CHANGE. SICK OF IT,” 
NBA players broke their 
contracts to allow the lights 
that usually shine on them 
to illuminate the injustices 
that have occurred in the 
Black community. 
Article 30, Section 1 of the 
NBA Collective Bargaining 
Agreement states, “During 
this Agreement, neither the 
Players Association nor its 
members shall engage in 
any strikes, cessetations or 
stoppages of work, or any 
other similar interference 
with the operations of the 
NBA or any of its teams.”
The halting of games, 
plus negotiations by the 
National Basketball Players 
Association, put pressure 
on the league to be active 
in assisting with safe voting 
polls amid Donald Trump 
opposing funds for USPS, to 
negate mail-in voting. 
“In every city where the 
league franchise owns and 
controls the arena property, 
team governors will continue 
to work with local election 
officials to convert the facility 
into a voting location for the 
2020 general election to allow 
for a safe in-person voting 
option for communities 
vulnerable to COVID-19,” 
read the statement from 
NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver and Michele Roberts, 
the NBA Players Association 
executive director.
But NBA athletes were 
not alone. 
WNBA players took a 
knee on the court with shirts 
spelling “Jacob Blake.” The 
Milwaukee Brewers and 
Cincinnati Reds opted out 
of playing, and four other 
baseball teams walked off 
their fields leaving a Black 
Lives Matter shirt on home 
base. MLS games were 
postponed and the world’s 
ninth ranked women’s tennis 
player, Naomi Osaka, sat out 
her semi-final match. 
Before all tennis matches 
were paused, Osaka tweeted 
about her decision to 
not play. 
“I don’t expect anything 
drastic to happen with me 
not playing, but if I can 
get a conversation started 
in a majority white sport I 
consider that a step in the 
right direction,” Osaka said 
in her tweet.
While drastic change is 
needed immediately, Osaka’s 
use of her voice and her urge 
for conversation is the reason 
this strike will continue to 
be effective.
The Instagram accounts 
of many major sports teams 
are draped in Black Lives 
Matter support, Breonna 
Taylor is being mentioned 
in numerous post-game 
interviews and football 
hasn’t started yet and many 
teams have already voiced 
their support.
Racism has survived over 
400 years and still thrives in 
America, but change is a long, 
uphill battle. It’s a long-term 
goal for future generations, 
in hopes that when children 
grow up there is no need for 
an NBA strike. 
The streets are occupied 
with protestors, the news is 
occupied by protests and now 
protest has occupied sports. 
No matter where people turn, 
they will face it. 
Black people deserving to 
live, and deserving justice, is 
not something that should be 
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The streets are occupied 
with protestors, the 
news is occupied by 
protests and now protest 
has occupied sports. 
No matter where people 
turn, they will face it. 
